Grandmother fray 
Blade--lebruary 6, 1392 
J A Centenarian 
i Wednesday Mrs. Mary Wray, better known as "eradma Wray" of this 
city attained her 100th birthday anniversary. Such events are not 
chronicled every day nor every yoar, and|acvantage was taken of this 
occasion by the relatives of tne aged lady, to make of lt a family 
reunion. The festivities wore held at thd hone of Nrse Bray's daughter, 
Mrs. Re 5. Crouch, in the north part of tHe city, and there were pre- 
sent five generations of the fanily. Anong those present were the sons 
of Mrs. Wray, the oldest of wnom, Er. Garland ray, of LaFayette, Ind. 
is 76 yours of age. All are stout and haalthy-people. A big feast was 
Spread and the day waa spent in a manner befitting so important an event. 
irs, Wray was among the earliest settlers cf this vicinity, having 
lived here over half a century. Her hushand, Mr. Preaton Bray, died in 
Indiana a. her removal to this plage, | She was the mother of six 
onildren or ‚Sf whom have grown to a good old age. Mra. Wray's health is 
remarkably good for one so far advanced ihn years, and she la able to 
read fairly well without glasses. She gives her friends a very hearty 
handshake and is rathor too stout for many) old friends who call to pay 
their respects. She evidently enjoys ner old age as well as she did 
her younger days, and apparently has no thought or fear of death. She 
dida fair to enjoy many more years of life, and the wish is father of 
the thought among all wo imow here 
Blade for Friday, July 8, 1393 
(with ploturs) 
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Grandmother and Grandfather| Fugate 


I call them grandmother and grandfather Fugate because that la the 
naze I always associate with them, since 1t| waa your grandma James wno 
told me these tales. 

ürandaother Fugate was born Mary Jane Wray. Her mother, Mary Alshirs 
was born in Rocky Mount, Virginie, the daughter of Edward Alshire, a 
native of liolland. These Hollan: ¿utoh were considered of a much higher 


social class than the "Serman Dutche® 


a 


Her father fought in the Ravoiution and was with Sashington at 
Valley Forge. On that Christmas Eve they found a cow and killed it. The 


officers took the best, the privates what was left, but they cooked 


everything. (That story always used to distress you as little girls. You \ 

aid feel so sorry for that far-off grandfuther.) 
She married Preston “ray. Nothing, at the present writing is known | 

about his family, for he sas disowned, as was she. They must have been 

Cultured ani of means, because Preston was sent north for a college 

education. while there ha came under tiie [influence of Phillip Brooks, 

| the great adolitioist preacher, and was converted to his belief. Kot 

E only that, but he converted nis bride. Ag was customary, they received 

E slaves ¿rom their farilies as wadding giftis, and these they freed, 

F £hocxed by their radical, outspcken bellefg, their families finally cast 

then off, 
For a tiwe ho tried to make a living [for his family as a cobbler, 


but they were businezs pariahs as well ga social outcasts. Thsra was 


nothing left for them to do but to take their little ferily and go North 
into free territory. The Indiana Territory was new, and offered promise. 


One little daughter was 111 during the trip, ani Preston trudged 


along vasida tue covered wagon, holding her in is arms. He did not 
live long after they came to their new hore, and died leaving his wife 
and six chiliren, 

Grandcotner Tugate's first husband whe a Ur. Steele from Chio. They 
were married in the spring when she was just fifteen. They rode back 
to his fara in Ohio on one horse, and 1t pained nard most of the way. He 
got his crop planted but tock what was known as "quick consumption,” and 
did not live until the harvest. One of her brothers came out and got in 
the ercos for her end ther took her back! home. 

Sha was a widow for two years, then|married William Fugate of Tippo- 
sanoe County, Indiana in 1348, and Mary Frances, grandma James’ mother, 
was born boforo she was ei¢hteoen. 

WAL Far 

Six years before his marriage be hallmads a horeeback ride through 
Tllincis and Missouri, more than a thousand allesea true son of pioneer 
ancestors., Ela people had come from Western Virginia into Kentucky, 
{there were Fuzates with Lewis and Clarke, and with Dantel Boone), and 
from there into Indiana. 

Years and yoars later, crandmother Janes net a little old lady who 
had bean their neighbor in Indiana. She |daid that Jane Smithers Fugate 
was one of tie daintiest, loveliest women shs had over known. She was 
a little woman. che had a lovely home and always kept it so nicely. 
Like many other pioneer women, she was a doctor, and rode everywhere on 
horseback caring for the sick and needy. 

Tue father, Josiah Fugate, was vory well to do, for those deys, and 
owned land around Concord, Tippecanoe County, Indiana. In his will, dated 


March 10, 1848, he leaves "all" his property to one aon, Rudolph Fugate, 


so, ocvicusly, his estate was divided before that date, in order that 


William might take his share to ths new 1 linois Country. He was the 


only one of the family, then, to ¿o west. 
The exact date of their coming is not known but he was one of the 
first settlers. le bought 160 acres at fiftyldollars an acre in Avoca 
Townships There was a vast social difference between those who "homee 
steaded" and those who had paii for their property. The two Classes 
were very clanılah and formal in tieir social activities. Thee land 
was entirely unbroken, tne ¿reater portion being covered with timbar 
which had to ba cleared. It lay on tne east side of tha river and exe 
tended to tha durtlett property. 
whey Lad wade tas trip in an cxcarti and the first homs was a most 
primitive log ca. in thera in the woods. The n¢garest trading post was 
Pontluc, slxteen uilos away, and from there all the necessities had to 
be obtained. all, if any, at that sarliest parlod, was called for at 
Blooming tane 
Flour and corn seal were ground at Ottawa, and the settlers made 
two trips a year, spring and fall. The wheat they ryalsed was all 
hauled to Chicago where they got cash for their crop. The trip took 
several days, und tio neighbors tried to ¿o together. Each driver tock 
two wagons and two teams, one being tied behind the other. They brought 
back furniture ani the luxuries that could hof be procured elsewhore» 
Every pioneer family had one team that could swin; and the men 
wanted a saddle horse that swam out of the water so that the rider would 
not ¿ot wet. 
In order to cross a high stream, they tied tho wagon box to the 
running „eara, ao that it would not float off. | Than they took ths team 
and wagon to a high point above the ford, and |jumped thea off--the women 


stayed in the wagon. The horses swan dowastreax to tiie usual ford ‚and 


$ 


“very pioneer covered wagon had a crate (af chickens swinging 
beneath it. 


